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POLITICAL. 


FOR THE BOSTON SPECTATOR. 


Ir seems to be a prevailing opinion that the 
present war is miserably conducted on the 
part of the British, and in some parts of the 
Union at least, the prevailing language is that 
we must insist on an honourable peace. The 
hopes of some are perhaps founded on these 
premises ; but in our view of the subject, they 
lead to a conclusion, that our case is desperate, 
and that whether we close the contest, this 
month, this year, or in tep_years, the terms 
will be such as the government of Great Brit- 
ain think their honour and ¢heir rights require. 

Admit that their war operations have been 
miserably conducted, it has only produced se- 
vere animadversion on the management of 
their ministry. We see not the least evidence 
that the cause has become in any degree un- 
pvpular in England. ‘the cry of the opposi- 
tion is rot, reconciliation with America, but 
more energy. This probably will produce 
more energy, for in a cause so universally 
considered just, ministers will not choose to 
lose their reputation with the people, for not 
_using with more vigour those resources which 
the peop’ hemseives supply. Whatever 
change takes place, therefore, if any, we may 
expect will be against us. 

Ifthe war has been injudiciously conducted 
by the enemy, so much the more deplorable 
is our case, for with such an advantage, we 
have made no progress, but in our own career 
to ruin. In our commerce, we have suffered 
much more than they, though their’s is so 
immense, that our captures amount to little 
more than mere provocation. In territory, 
they have lost nothing ; our losses are great. 
Have their Generals been unexpectedly pas- 
sive, still their colonies are perfectly safe, 
though our nation is already reduced to bank- 
ruptcy, in an unsuccessful attempt to take 
them. Feeble as their administration may be 
considered, it has been strong enough to de- 
feat all the purposes of our government, and 
reduce them toa state of embarassment, from 
which it is evident they cannot recover. 

The plain truth is that we are unequal to a 
contest with Great Britain. Important as it is, 
that this truth should be urged till i produce 
universal conviction, there seems to be a sin- 
gular reluctance at confessing it ; and we caa- 
not see wherefore She is rich and we are 
poor. She has armies and must keep them, 
which may as_ well be sent to our shores as 
maintained elsewhere ; we have but a few, 
very few scattered thousands, whom govern- 
ment cannot | Our naval power compared 
with hers has nothing but reputation ; in point 
of national defence, it can do nothing. She bas 


a well constituted government, embracing men | 


of distinguished talents, devoted to their coun- 
try. We havea vile democracy; which does 
and ever must depress talents and patriotism, 
and promote men to power, whose views are 


centred in themselves, and whose actions are | 
in subservience to the ignorance and vice to | 


which they owe their distinction. 

It is no dishonour to us that we cannot 
cope with such a nation. It is our only dis- 
grace that we have placed men at the head of 
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our national concerns, who had not sense 
enough to perceive this obvious fact, or not 
virtue enough to shun a conflict which can- 
not terminate, but in their humiliation. If it 
were even an object to keep our comparative 
weakness out of sight, that object is lost. Our 
rulers have wantonly exposed the truth, and 
perverseness can only make it more evident. 
They and they alone are the authors of our 
misfortunes, if we are not as prosperous, as 
happy, and as unmolested in the enjoyment 
of all our rights, after peace, as we were 
when they declared war. It would be unjust 
to expect Great Britain to make a sacrifice to 
their wickedness. Is it not the height of folly 
to presume she ever will? If we like democ- 
racy and mob favourites to govern us, we must 
pay the tax ourselves for the indulgence of 
eur choice ; and when we are tired of the ex- 
periments we have but to reconcile ourselves 
to our incalculable losses, endeavour to reme- 
dy, as far as possible, the prominent defects in 
our political institutions, begin our national ca- 
reer again, and resolve for the future, to avoid 
the errours we have once committed, that we 
may escape their calemitous and disgraceful 
consequences. 

We are bold to say it is far from our inten- 
tion to belittle the reputation of our country, 
or depreciate the character of our citizens. 
The country is rich in the best gifts of na- 
ture ; among our fellow citizens there is, we 
trust, as much personal courage to dare, and 
as much individual, physical strength to exe- 
cute, as among any people on earth. But 
Great Britain is mightier than we, and time 
alone and wise policy can make us her equal. 
Our navy was but begun. Nothing but the in- 
veterate hatred which our present rulers was 
known to bear it, would account for exposing 
it to destruction in its.infancy. This navy has 
been our boast ; it has reflected honour on the 
country, but that honour has been sought un- 
seasonably, when the just fame cf our prowess 
can do us no good. It is true, a navy is 
formed by war, but not by a war of ten ships 
against a thousand. 


** The brave, encompass’d by a hostile train, 
** ©O*erpower’d by numbers, are but brave in vain.” 


{t was the object of the Jast federal adminis- 
tration to cherish maritime power, to the ut- 
most extent, consistent with our prosperity, 
during peace ; they meditated no war against 
Great Britain, but they well knew, that if ever 
such a contest were necessary, she must be 
met on the ocean. They began to prepare, 
for our children, with as much zeal as though 
it were for ourselves, and our children would 
have witnessed the efficiency of their views. 
Enemies to commerce, to the navy, to our na- 
tional prosperity, succeeded them ; we have a 
war, with the greatest naval power in the 
world, and what has been the consequence ? 


of a future navy for national defence, was wise, 
and that a war with England at present, was 
madness, without regarding its injustice. 

We must not foolishly expect to perform 
miracles. We must look to the situation of 
| our country, and pursue that policy which its 
| situation dictates. With a thousand miles of 


' 
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| Enough has been done to show that the plan 
| 
| 
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sea coast, nothing but immense wealth can 
give us security, against any nation, that com- 
mands a formidable navy ; for nothing but im- 
mense wealth can support the military and 
maritime strength which is necessary to pro- 
tect our coasts. Our present policy is peace. 

In insisting on our absolute incapacity to 
prosecute a war with Great Britain, we do not 
consider ourselves, as yet, the advocates of 
any dishonourable concession. Happily for 
us, her moderation is not less displayed than 
her power. The first terms she offered were 
such as we could have accepted without any 
injury, and with many advantages, as it re- 
spects our future prosperity. Her last propc- 
Sition, and even that was not a demand, was 
not unreasonable, for we began a war of intend- 
ed conquest. But our prospect darkens. If 
she conquer New Orleans before a peace is 
concluded, she will not relinquish the right of 
such a valuable conquest without some indem- 
nification. If she is defeated there, it will but 
protract the war; ministers may be censured, 
but the nation will be roused to redeem the 
character of its arms ; every battle in which 
we succeed will but insure us another, more 
serious. 

Are these predictions doubted,—let this 
page be kept for perusal, whenever a peace is 
made. We pretend to no spirit of prophesy ; 
we but consider the state of the British empire 
and our own republick, and the general cus- 
toms of war. 


PRIVATEERING. 

In privateering we are more successful than 
the English. What does this prove? That,out 
of her abundant, flourishing commerce we 
have a chance to get semething : from our 
ruined commerce she can get little or nothing. 
Asa nation, we depend as much on commerce 
for our prosperity as Great Britain. The 
comparative success of our privateering there- 
fore only shows how much more deeply we 
suffer by the war, than the enemy, for her 
cruisers. are by far the most numerous. 
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Snoutp the British fail in their present ex- 
pedition against New-Orleans, many will un- 
doubtedly consider it as a circumstance which 
will affect their feelings, and their terms of 
peace, in our favour. 

Before we flatter ourselves with such a 
hope, let us study the character of the British. 
nation and governmeht from recent events, 

When she began her war of self defence 
against France, most of the continental pewers 
of Europe were either at peace, with both her: 
and her enemy, or engaged in the contest dn 
her side. Nation afier nation was either sub- 
dued or pressed into the cause of France, or 
voluntarily joined her standard. After hard 
fighting, from Feb. 1798, to Feb. 1808, Great 
Britain found herself deserted by all Europe, 
and under the necessity of agreeing to such 
conditions as Franee proposed, or of continuing 
her struggle alone! Dark as her prospect 
was, she chose the latter, and she persevered: 
until her foe was glad to embrace the terms,. 
which she dictated. 

The war against Prance never was so poptr«. 
ar in England as is-her present contest. with, 
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this country. That was considered by those 
who were its advocates as a resistance against 
‘ambition ; this as resistance againstinveterate 
sfité and malice, and it is so. Now it is our 
interest to inquire, and let us seriously consid- 
er whether any reverse, which compared with 
other events she has frequently encountered, 
can be but trifling, gives us the least ground 
to expect that she will abandon her purposes, 
and recede from any claims she contemplates 
—————————— 


GENERAL REGISTER. 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, FEB. 4, 1515. 

DOMESTICR. We have accounts from New- 
Orleans to the 30ch December,at which date it was pot 
taken, and the prospect of its’ being able to resist the 
attack of the enemy was considered to have brightened. 

The force of the British is varivusly estimated, frum 
four to ten thousand men ; ours: at 8,000, actually on 
the spot, on the SOth, and a division from Kentucky, 
within about two days’ march, above. On the 23rd 
an advance party of three or four thousand men were 
met at about 8 miles below the city, as has already 
been Mentioned, where there was a buttle ;—the en- 
emy sustained considerable loss ; among our’s are some 
valuable officers. General Jackson, not choosing to 
risk a decisive engagement, until he should receive 
further reinforcements, then formed his line five miles 
below the City, extending on the right to the Missis- 
sippi, and on the le t to the Cypress swamp, whieh is 
impassable, and probably extends to lake Ponchartrain. 
Entrenched in these lines, he was attacked on the 
evening of the 28th ; but maintained his post, the en- 
emy retreating to their former positions. Nothing else 
had occurred but light skirmishing ; and from the in- 
creasing strength of the place, several letters speak 
confidently of its security. 

We learn from Havana, that the Dictator, an Eng- 
lish 64 arrived there on the 14th of Jan —that she left 
Ship Island on the 4th Dec.—brought the news of the 
first battle ; and that her object was to obtain flour fer 
the army, of which she had obtained 4000 barrels, aud 
was taking it on board. 

The enemy have made another small but very im- 
portant conquest. On the 13th Jan. they landed about 
1500 men on Cumberland Island, and took the fort 
(Point Petre) by storm. This island comninnds the 
trade between Savannah and Ameliz. The some day 
they took St. Mary’s, a small town on St. Mary’s river. 
These both belong to Georgia; the neighbouring in- 
habitants are greatly alarmed, and flying in all direc- 
tions. Other attacks are feared, particularly at Sa- 
vannah ; but we presume the enemy have not sufficient 
force for such an object. 

The Hon. Chauncey Goodric'’: and Calvin Goddard 
are appointed Commissioners from Connecticut to make 
arrangements with the General Government, for re- 
taining part ofthe revenue raised in the state, to be 
p propriated to its defence. 

Sickness is still very fatal in Virginia. 
stationed at Norfolk, are suffering severely. 

CONGRESS. The bill to prevent intercourse with 
the enemy occupied much of the attention of the Sen- 
ate, last week. It was finally referred to a select 
committee, 

The House have agreed to the bill from the Senate, 
authorizing the purchase of Mr. Jefferson's library, 8 | 
to 71. 

Another report has been received from the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury, still more gloomy than the former. 
The Treasury owes ubove thirteen millions of dollars, 
above its cash and claims, to the end of the last year. 

STATE LEGISLATURE. The Governour and 
Council have appointed the Hon. Hannison G. Oris, 
Hon. Tuomas H. Pernaiss and Wixtiiam SuLuivax, 
Esq. Commissioners to proceed to Washington, pursu- 
ant to the joint resolve of both branches of the Legis- 
lature, to attempt an arrangement with the General 
Government, by which this state may retain a portion 
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of the taxes assessed upon it, assuming the defence of 


her own territory. 

A report has been read and discussed in the Senate, 
on that part of his Excellency’s message, which relates 
to the defence of the commonwealth, authorizing the 

. Governour, with the advice of the Council to raise one 
thousafid met, in part of the numer authorized by 
faw, of October last ; and to suspend raising the re- 

» mainder until the result of the application to the gen- 
eral government be known. The same veport, &c. 
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are assigned for the consideration of the House, this 
day,.at 11 o’clock. 
Both branches have been. busily occupied in des- 
patching a great variety of local and private business. 
Se eceaeanl 
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LITERARY AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


FOR THE BOSTON SPECTATUR. 


TULLY, Wo. VIL 


Fieri potest ut recte quis sentiat, et id quod 
sentit polite eloqui non potest. Cic. 1.T use, 

It sometitnes heppens that a person may have cor- 
rect conceptions, without being able to command lan- 
guage to express them elegantly. 

Tuts observation is undoubtedly just, for 
the one is an exercise of the understanding ; 
the other of taste ; and they may or may not 
be united in the same person. The former is 
often essential, both in the management of our 
private concerns and in our intercourse with 
society, and is not a rare gift of nature ; ele- 
gance in speaking is an accomplishment, un- 
necesssary in the ordinary business of life, 
seldom attained without attentive cultivation, 
and of little or no use, but among a_ people 
who have made considerable advances in civil- 
ization and refinement. Experience suffi- 
ciently proves however that though the power 
of elogaence may be very much improved, by 
habit and discipline, it likewise depends, in 
some degree, on a certain natural talent, with- 
out which, the most severe appliant aspires in 
vain to the character of a prompt and elegant 
orator. 

But I have taken this motto, not so much to 
remark on what Cicero does, as on what I 
think he docs not mean. We frequently find 
persons pretending to have clear and satisfac- 
tory conceptions of things, who at the same 
time complain that it is out of their power to 
command any terms by which they may com- 
municate their ideas to others. There may 
possibly be some truth in this, but I very much 
doubt whether such persons, if they are sin- 
cere, do not generally deceive themselves I 
suspect the deficiency lies deeper than in the 
want of language ; the fault is more probably 
an indistinctness of conception. There are 
several reasons which induce me to be of this 
opinion. Try such people on subjects which 
you are certain they accurately comprehend— 
do they not readily find means to convey their 
thoughts ? Do we not every day sce illiterate 
men of strong minds, who always discourse 
and reason intelligibly, and educated men of 
superficial minds, who have language at com- 
mand only to utter nonsense ? Is it not a fact 
that these pretended conceptualists display an 
obtuseness of comprehension, when a logician | 
draws his uice distinctions, though his terms 
are ever so appropriate and famijiar ? 

Thinking accurately is a laborious employ- 
ment, until it becomes habitual, and we seldom 
submit to it, where an intellectual glance will 
answer our purpose. But it is undoubtedly 
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the contemplation of distinct images, than of 
those which are confused. On the score of 
pleasure therefore, as well as utility, it would 
be an advantage, if from early education, when 
the powers of the soul are developing them- 
selves, and habits of thought are formed, more 
attention were paid to the mode in which our 
intellect is exercised. If the passion for nov- 
elty, which is so natural to the mind of youth, 
is indulged and encouraged, there is no time 
nor disposition for accurate examination. The 
power of discrimination may be astonishingly | 
invigorated, by use ; and for the purpose of | 
increasing its energy, it is of little conse- 
quence on what subject itis employed. The 
science of thinking is of all sciences the most 


true, that the mind receives more pleasure in 


valuable, because it gives the possessor the 
key to every other. 

nstead of stimulating the mind of the young 
to hurry on from object to object, and suffering 
them to flatter themselves by the supposed 
extensive reach of their knowledge, when in 
fact they are but crowding their memory with 
indistinct images, they ought to be taught to 
fecl dissatisfaction at quitting any subject, 
until they evince a clear conception, and ap. 
pear to comprehend distinctly all its important 
relations. At first this task may appear repul- 
sive ; but I believe experience will shew, that 
those persevere longest in the pursuit of 
knowledge, and soon become the most zeal- 
ously engaged, who are required to understand 
critically, as far as they advance. Persons 
accustomed to this mode of mental discipline 
are not those, who imagine themselves pos- 
sessed of ideas whieh they have no language 
to communicate. 


THE CONFIDANT, Mo. AVL 


As a Confidant, I have not supposed it ex- 
pected of me to make communications to the 
publick of my particular sentiments, unless in 
reply to such papers as might be addressed to 
me, or by way of friendly comment. The ap- 
pearance of my numbers has therefore de- 
pended entirely on the disposition of corres- 
pondents, and my long sileace is owing to the 
reserve of those to whom 
privilege of my office. Civitis would prompt 
me to add some remarks on his story, but I 
have only room, at present, to insert it as it 
was received, 


To the Confidant. 


The maxim of “doing as you would be 
done by,” has always appeared to me a good 
one ; but by acting in obedience to this, I 
have lately given offence to some of my friends 
in the country, and incurred the censure of 
others tn town. 

A few days since, sitting at my window, I 
discovered a sleigh approaching, in which I 





recognized my cousin, Squire M and his 
two maiden sisters, from the countrs he 
standing erect in front, a tall figure with a 
large white hat, which overshadowed them 


like av umbrella ; alternately polmting in great 
glee, on this side and that, to objects as they 
struck his curiosiyy ; and whipping up his 
more sober steed, which seemed very loth to 
improve upon the sulemn pace, In which he 
had been accustomed to lead a team of oxen. 
But, excepting his high spirits, the squire in 
all respects, appeared perfectly in character 
with his horse, as he was remarkab-y plain and 
homespun in his dress ; while the ladies and 
the “ vehicle” formed a perfect contrast ; they 
being tricked out with ribbons and finery, and 
the sleigh painted with various colours, cis- 
playing at last on the back a full blown rose, 
about the size of a cabbage, an appropriate em- 
blem of the season of the year. * Here we 
are,” said the ‘squire, when I came to the 
door ; and searcely were the ladies out, when 
he drove himself plump ashore in a narrow 
passage at the end of the house, and begun to 
look about. “ What,” suid he, “no barn ?” 
and gave a loud laugh © Strange fashions to 
“ be sure. All show and noconvenience Well. 
“ T suppose you can at least find house-room 
“ for the genteel part of our company, while | 
“ go and find one. Their keeping will not be 
“much, as they are too delicate to eat o! 
“ drink, except at home. They will begin to 
“speak by tomorrow or next day ; but they 
“ have been struck dumb with politeness, ever 
“ since they came within the infection of the 


I had offered the 
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& place, and been afraid to turn their necks to 
« look at any thing, lest they should appear 
« what they call, out of character.” They 
had, in truth, at this moment, assumed the 
precise manners of those prim, formal, starch- 
ed ladies, whom we sometimes see in the 
country. After conducting them in, I endeay- 
oured to banish ceremony, but to no purpose. 
One remarked it was “ very fine weather in- 
deed,” the other that she was “ very happy in- 
deed to see me ;” and both made an apology 
that they were “ very sorry indeed” they could 
not send word to inform me of their coming. 
They then sat down, adjusting each limb, fea- 
ture, and muscle, in that fixed position, to 
which they seemed destined for the remainder 
of the day. The brother, however, soon re- 
turned, when taking out his watch, he anaoun- 
ced the hour of twelve, and expressed great 
joy, as he said he had a sharp appetite for din- 
ner. On being told that our usual hour was 
at two, he looked with a stare of astonishinent, 
as if it was incredible. “ Why, brother,” ex- 
claimed both sisters in a breath, “ did not you 
know that ?” “ No,” replied he, “ nor you 
neither.” This was true, but they wished to 
affear to know it.. “ No, said he, [I should as 
« soon think of going to bed at sunrise. But 
«“ when we are with the Romans, we must do, 
« [ suppose, as the Romans do.” And he 
then paced the room, expressing disapproba- 
tion at the foolish perversion of hours and 
seasons from their proper purposes. 

It unfortunately happened that [ expected a 
small party in the evening, who were chiefly 
remarkable for their devotion to fashionable 
life. In every thing relating to sty/e and the 
graces, | at least thought themselves 
adepts ; and were governed ia their opinion of 
others, by their own standard of excclience. I 
fet that my cousins would be exposed ; and as 
there was to be a young lawyer in company, I 
knew that the squire, who had lately obtained 
his commission, and read just enough of law 
to think himself master of the subject, would 
not tail to discover and attack him, in the full 
confidence of posing and putting him down, 
2s was his custom with his neighbours at 
home. In fact, | expected there would be tit- 
tering and marks of contempt, which woul! 
disturb the feelings of my cousins as well as 
myself. 
pointed another time. 

My cousins remained in town several days, 
during which I introduced them to all the 
curiosities of the place. The ‘squire was 
much gratified, approving or condemning eve- 
ry thing, according to his own independent 
ideas ; but the sisters appeared under perpet- 
ual embarrassment, thinking all eyes intent 
upon them, and were only. anxious how they 
should behave ; or mortified at the uncouth 
gestures and exclamations of their brother. 
For, without any regard to by-standers, he 
would often stop in the streets, and collect a 
circle round us, while he would shout and 
laugh at what he called the /odiies of the town, 
and * Boston notions,” which he said he had 
heard of. 
why the ladies should not frequent State- 
street, or visit the wharves to view the ships, 
which he declared were the noblest curiosities 
of the place. He said it was all nousense for 
people to be so set in their notions. 

I also substituted another party of friends, 
whom I esteemed, and who had the good 
sense to judge of characters by their intrinsick 
worth, making allowance for the habits and 
manners of diiferent places ; and I flattered 
myself that it was mutually pleasant ; for the 
squire was a man ‘of good natural sense, and 
the sisters would always become agreeabic, 
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whenever they could forget they were in 
company. In short, I endeavoured in all re- 
spects,; to act the part of real friendship, and 
in no case to place them-in a situation where 
they would become subjects of ridicule, any 
more than I should myself. But the circum- 
stance of the first party has since got to their 
ears, and I understand they consider it an un- 
pardonable affront, except the ‘squire, who 
merely laughs at it as another “ Boston no- 
tion ;” and many of my friends here attribute 
it to a false pride, which, they say, I ought to 
be ashamed of. But, if my conduct has been 
wrong, | am certain it has been governed by 
commendable motives, and if, in order to act 
right, 1 must reverse the rule, [ suspect the 
party who now feel aggrieved, would find 
reason to be more dissatisfied, and I might 
likewise be censured from another quarter. 
Civitis. 


THE WRITER, WO. XXXVI. 


THERE is not perhaps, in the whole cata- 
logue of human vices, one of a more hateful 
nature, nor one that more degrades the noble- 
ness of man, than treachery ; and more par- 
ticularly so, as it includes several others 
which are of themselves either criminal or 
odious. Falsehood, deceit, hypocrisy, mean- 


hess, and cowardice, are some of the particu- 


lar qualities that go to make up the menster, 

represented by the complex idea, Treachery. 
Treachery, by the laws of war, and in a 

military sense of the word, is a capital crime, 


_and punished by death ; but there are nume- 
_rous instances of this vice, in civil and social 
life, which pasa unnoticed by our laws, and 


against the first act: 


_gerous precipice. 


which the sword or lash of justice cannot 
reach. When we reflect that vice is pro- 
gressive, we cannot be too much on our guard 
We should not heed- 
lessly sport on a declivity whose gentle slope 
may conduct us the more insensibly to a dan- 
When we divulge each 


| others’ secrets, we are traitors ; when we do 
/any thing intentionally to injure the character 
of those to whom we profess to be friends, 


| 


I therefore sent an excuse, and ap- | o 
| path of vice, and may lead to the highway of 


we abuse the confidence we have endeavoured 
to gal; we are guilty of treachery, Let us 
inake Ho specious apologies to ourselves, that 
these are venial faults ; they are steps in the 


' iniquity. 


One of the most unworthy and aggravated 


‘species of treachery, is that which is some- 


times practised upon the female sex. As | 


/ know of no particular instance of this nature, 


Nor could we satisfy him at all, | 


‘formed an 


at present, in the publick records of our own 
country, I shall take one from foreign history, 
of sufficient deformity, I hope, to excite ab- 
horrenuce, and sufficient interest to induce a 
determination, wherever it may be read, never 
to betray innocence 

In the revolation that deposed Peter Il 
and placed the Empress Catharine upon the 
throne of Russia, the family of Orloffs per- 
active and conspicuous part. 
Count Alexis Orloff was a favourite of the 


empress, and was afterwards employed at the 


tious designs of Catharine. 


head of her armies and navy in vanous foreign 
wars. In 177: Count Orloff was in Italy. At 
that time, the young princess Tarakanof, a 
daughticr of the last Empress of Russia, 
Elizabeth, resided at Rome, in a very obscure 
situation, having fled from Petersburgh with 
her governante to avoid the power and ambi- 
Orloff was com- 


| missioned by the empress to endeavour to get 
the princess into his power, and convey her to 


Russia Accordingly he went to Rome, found 
means to get introduced to her, practised upon 
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her affections, won her heart, persuaded her 
to marry bim, and flattered her with the no- 
tion of raising her even to the throne of Russia 
to which she had a title. “ She thought that 
being the wife of Count Alexis Orloff would 
shelter her from all those treacheries which 
she might apprehend. She entertained not 
the least suspicion that a man could make re- 
ligion and the most sacred titles subservient to 
the destruction of an innocent victim. But 
alas, no religion, no title was sacred to the 
barbarian into whose hands she had fallen. 
Feigning a desire that the marriage ceremony 
should be performed according to the ritual of 
the Greek church, he suborned villains to dis- 
guise themselves as priests and lawyers. Thus 
profanation was combined with imposture 
against the unprotected and unsuspicious prin- 
cess. 

When Alexis Orloff had become the hus- 
band, or rather the ravisher, of this unhappy 
lady, he represented to her that it would be 
necessary to go to some city in Italy to wait 
there for the breaking out of the conspiracy 
that was to call her to the throne. Believing 
this advice to be dictated by love and pru- 
dence, she answered that she would follow him 
wherever he chose to conduct her. He 
brought her to Pisa, where he hired a magnifi- 
cent palace. There he continued to treat 
her with marks of tenderness and respect. 
A division of the Russian squadron had just 
entered the port of Leghorn. On relating this 
news to the princess, Orloff told her his pres- 
ence was necessasy at Leghorn, for the pur- 
pose of giving some orders, and offered to 
take her with him. To this she the more 
readily consented, as she had heard much talk 
of the port of Leghorn, and the magnificence 
of the Rassian sbips. Unhappy lady! the 
nearer she approached the catastrophe of the 
piot, the more she trusted to the tenderness 
and sincerity of her faithless betrayer. She 
departed from Pisa with her usual attendants, 
and on her arrival at Leghorn, suitable apart- 
ments were prepared for her, and she was re- 
ceived with marks of the profoundest respect. 
Several ladies were early in making their vis- 
its, and sedulously attended her on all occa- 
sions. She was presently surrounded by a 
humerous court, eager to be beforehand with 
all her desires, and seeming to make it their 
only study, incessantly to procure her some 
newentertainment. Whenever she went out,the 
people ran in her way. At the theatre all 
eyes were turned on her, All circumstances 
concurred to Jull ber into a fatal security. All 
tended to dispel the idea of any danger at hand, 

This young princess was so far from sus- 
pecting her unfortunate situation, that after 
having passed several days, in a round of 
amusements and dissipation, she asked of 
herself to be shown the Russian fleet. The 
idea was applauded. ‘The necessary orders 
were immediateiy given ; and the next day on 
rising from dinner every thing was ready at 
the water side for receiving the princess. 

On her coming down she was hinded into a 
boat with magnificent awnings. The officers 
and several ladies seated themselves witlr her. 
A second boat conveyed the admiral and 


Count Orloff, and a third filled with Russian, 


and other officers, closed the procession. 

The boats put off from the shore in sight of 
an immense multitude of people, and were re- 
ceived by the fleet with a band of musick, sa- 
lutes of artillery, and repeated huzzas. As 
tne princess came along side the ship, a splen- 
did chair was let down, in which being seated 
she was hoisted in, .nd it was observed to her 
that these were particular honours de to her 
rank. But no sooner was she op booudy dame 
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she was handcuffed. In vain she implored 
for pity of the cruel betrayer, whom she still 
called husband. In vain she threw herself at 
his’ feet, and watered them with her tears ; no 
answer was vouchsafed to her lamentations. 
She was loaded with irons, carried down into 
the hold, and the next day the ship set sail 
for Russia. 

On arriving at Petersburg, the young vic- 
tim was shut up in a castle, and what became 
of her afterwards, was never known.” 


-_—— 


LIFE OF HORACE. 
Corcluded. 

Burt whether, all circumstances considered, it 
might be pardonable, in men of genius, to pal- 
liate, when they could no longer prevent, the 
establishment of absolute power, it was, at all 
events, a laudable attempt, to humanize and 
improve the possessor of that power, on whom 
the happiness of millions must depend. This, 
a learned writer has observed, was the bene- 
volent policy of Mecenas, and of the writers 
who promoted his views. By them was the 
young Cesar instructed to reign by love, rath- 
er than by fear ; to consider the happiness of 
the people as his own, and to deserve the cha- 
racter they could so nobly describe. By them, 
every spark of humanity, that appeared, was 
cherished, till it displayed a benignant light. 
Praise, skilfully conducted, produced the effects 
of admonition ; and even flattery, was pressed 
into the service of virtue. 

Our poet, and his illustrious Mantuan friend, 
were the principal instruments, in this scheme 
of their patron; and had the satisfaction to 
witness its happy consequences. The praises, 
whichtheir pens had, perhaps, too freely lavish- 
ed, they lived tosee truly deserved. The pro- 
phecies they had, in some degree, hazarded, 
were fully justified by the event. 

Thus esteemed, and thus employed, by the 
favourite minister, it may be supposed, our 
poet did not long remain unnoticed by the 
prince. We accordingly find, in the accounts 
of his life, and indeed in his own werks, seve- 
ral proofs, that Augustus regarded him with 
kindness and esteem. It is said, that he offer- 
ed him the place of his private secretary ; which 
Horace declined, probably because it would 
have interfered with his retirement; but decli- 
ned it in a manner, that gave no offence to the 
emperor. 

The opinion, Augustus entertained of our 
poet, was also strongly evinced, by the desire 
he expressed of being mentioned familiarly in 
his works. Though celebrated for the splen- 
dour of his conquests, the wisdom ofhis laws, and 
the beneficence of his government ; though 
compared to the immortal gods, he wished ra- 
ther to be transmitted to posterity, as the inti- 
mate friend of Horace, The very flattering re- 
monstrance he sent to the poet, on this occa- 
sion, produced that excellent Epistle to Augus- 
tus, which would alone have been sufficient to 
immortalize both. 

Horace, we are told, lived chiefly at the lit- 
tle estate near Tibur, which Mzcenas had be- 
stowed on him ; but his complaints, of the va- 
riety of business that detained, and sometimes 
fatigued him at Rome, make it probable, that 
much of his time was passed in the metropolis ; 
and though he might on those occasions feel 
some longing for retirement, yet, as he was not 
insensible to the voice of fame, and still Jess to 
the charms of society, these, we may believe, 
made no contemptible amends. 

' Ina situation, so congenial to his turn of 
mind ; protected by the greatest, admired by 
vhe most ingenious, and beloved by the best 
men in Rome; the chief alloy to his happiness 
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seems to have arisen from the ill health of his 
patron and friend. It is recorded of Maecenas, 
that he was constantly, and, if one may use the 
expression, constitutionally afflicted by a slow 
fever. This disorder, which seems often to 
have affected his spirits, at length put a period 
to his life, towards the end of the year of 
Rome 745, or, according to Varro’s chronology, 
746. The general opinion, which seems the 
best founded, is, that the death of Maecenas 
preceded that of Horace, which happened 
about the 7th of November, in the same year. 
He had, in the warmth of affection declared 
he should. not survive his illustrious friend ; 
which has led some to suspect, that his death 
was voluntary. Butthe shock he must have 
felt at sucha loss, operating on a declining 
state of health, will fully account for the ac- 
complishment of the prophecy. By a nun- 
cupative will, as the violence of his last illness 
did not admit of his writing one, he constitu- 
ted Augustus his heir; a circumstance that 
strengthens the opinion, that Mecenas was 
not then alive ; as he would surely, had that 
been the case, have returned his fortune tothe 
friend who gave it. 

On this friendship, equally honourable to the 
minister and the poet, we cannot better con- 
clude, than in the words of the learned writer 
of the Memoirs of Augustus : 

A close* connection, or rather intimacy, 
between Mezcenas, and the men of genius, 
was not mere clientship, or the dependency 
of inferiors on a great patron. We know he 
made them presents worthy his generosity ; 
and employed all his powerful interest with the 
prince to do them services, which they had 
the modest dignity not to ask. But it was a 
just sense of their worth, on his part, and a 
sincere personal attachment on their’s that first 
created, and then kept up, the mutual friend- 
ship. It was not, therefore, the great minister, 
it was the amiable man, that Horace loved, 
and loved to-his death: nor was it merely the 
elegant poet, that Mecenas admired in Horace, 
it was the firm friend, the accomplished gen- 
tleman, the agreeable companion, whom, as his 
last care, he recommended with his dying 
breath to his master : Treat Horatius Flac- 
cus as you would myself.t 

He was buried, { no doubt at his own desire, 
in the gardens, and near the tomb of his belov- 
ed friend and patron. 

The person of Horace was short and corpu- 
lent ;§ his temper is described by himself, as 
irascible, and placable ; his disposition appears 
to have been cheerful and social : yet general- 
ly speaking, temperate and virtuous,for the age 
he lived in, and the philosophy he professed. 
Above all, his contempt of riches and splendor, 
when he might have easily commanded both, 
shews that he had a mind not to_be cerrupted 
by good fortune. His unaffected, and liberal at- 
tachment to his patron, so different from the 
fawning servility of a sycophant ; and his be- 





* The union between Horace and Mecenas was such 
as subsisted between my Lord Bolingbroke and Dean 
swift, or rather between Lord Gresvenor and William 
Gifford, This is the lofty and liberal connection be- 
tween wealth and powerand genius, where the tirst ex- 
tend protection without requiring the suit and service 
of a vassal, and where the last receives patronage with- 
out acting as a sycophant, or suffering as a slave. 


+ Afterthe sentence last cited, in which Dr Black- 
well rightly, as it should seem, takes the word extre- 
mis, in Suetonius, to mean the dast moments, and not 
the /ast will, of Mzcenas, one is surprised to see, a few 
lines afterwards, an account that Horace died first. 
The writer of this life inclines much to the reneral 
opinion, against that of Sanadon ; but it would be tire- 
some, to most readers, to go into the discussion. 


{ Suetonius. § Ibid. 
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nevolence to his friends, |} who had less interest 
than himself, do as much honour to the feclings 
of his heart, as his admirable writings have done 
to the vigour and elegance of his mind. 

On his poetical character, it is not easy to 
add any thing to the! praises, which every ad- 
mirer of classical composition, has heaped on 
his memory. The term used by Petronius, to 
characterise his singular happiness of expres- 
Sion, curiosa felicitas, has the merit of being it- 
self, what it describes. Into how many volumes 
has this short panegyrick been dilated ? How 
many criticks have sprung from the ashes of a 
single poet? Yet we cannot, perhaps, even now, 
trace every source of the pleasure we experi- 
ence from his writings ; and our inquiries will 
end in the confession, that the beauties of Hor- 
ace are less seen, than felt. 


_|| See his admirable epistle to Claudius, recommen 
ding Septimius. 


} 
POETRY. 
FOR THE BOSTON SPECTATOR. 


DISAPPOIN TMENT. 


Ix the morning of life, the gay scenes of my youth, 
Like the day dreams of fancy, pass’d happily by ; 
And these moments so fleeting, I found were in truth, 
Unmix’d with a murmur, or griev’d with a sigh. 


With a morn so unclouded, I thought that my way 
Would ne’er be obstructed by pain or by sorrow ; 
And while sunbeams of happiness gilded today, 
I never expected a diff’rent tomorrow. 


But the pleasures which danced in my youthful career, 
Like the dreams of the morning, soon vanish’d for- 
ever ; 
And I found, ah! too scon, that a sorrowful tear 
From the scenes of my manhood, these pleasures 
would sever. 


Though the world where I roam’d, was by nature ar- 
ray'd 
In the gayest of tint, and the sweetest of bloom, 
Yet to me all these charms and their fragrance decay’d; 
1 witness’d no beauty, inhal’d no perfume. 


The flowers, which oft rivall'd the sun in their bright- 
ness, 
To me all their blossoms and fragrance denied ; 
And the lilies were robb’d of their innocent white. 
ness, 
By the shade of the cypress that grew at their side. 


Thus I found my meridian of life was soon darken’d, * 
3y shadows ef sorrow and clouds of despair ; 
And tire voice of Contentment, to which I once heark- 
en’d, 
No longer was heard in this desert of care. 


Then, 1 said, since my days are unchequer’d with 
gladness, 
Nor the gay beams of pleasure can dart through my 
gloom, 
1’ll yield all my moments to weeping and sadness, 
And patiently wait the repose of the tomb. 
REvuBEN. 
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